
 



  



 

The Difference We’re Making 
At no cost to the women served, the state of Indiana is ensuring a caring, knowledgeable support system 

to Hoosier women during one of their greatest times of need: an unexpected pregnancy.  

Since the program was signed into law by then-Governor Mike Pence in 2014, it has served more than 

93,100 Hoosier women with counseling, education classes, material support, and so much more. 

Last year, the Indiana General Assembly and Governor Eric Holcomb chose to continue funding 

Indiana’s Pregnancy and Parenting Support Program, generously providing $2.5 million per fiscal year. 

The new funding, which arrived this spring, is already being used for a statewide advertising campaign 

that is taking place between May and August 2022. Results from this initial advertising buy will help 

shape our client growth strategy going forward. Since May, nearly 2,000 more Hoosier women have 

been served 

While results from this campaign are not available yet, new data from FY 2020-2021 demonstrates the 

continued importance of Indiana’s Pregnancy and Parenting Support Program. The number of clients 

served (and therefore tax dollars saved) increased from the previous fiscal year. The steady success of 

this program is noteworthy during these two fiscal years, considering the broad impact of COVID-19 on 

health care, families, jobs, and other major aspects of living during the pandemic. 

 

 

   



 

The Women We’re Serving 
Through Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program, tens of thousands of Hoosier women are 

gaining increased self-sufficiency and improved parenting skills across the state. Support services to 

new mothers include counseling, shelter, food, clothing, parenting education, adoption information, and 

referrals to other community agencies for women who have a child under 12 months old.  

Here is a simple snapshot of the women we’ve served between 2014 and June 2022: 

 

 

 

27%

3%

4%

1%
6%

59%

Race of Women Served

 African American  Asian  Multi

 Native American  Other  White
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Age of Women Served

<16 years old 16-20 years old 21-25 years old 26-30 years old

31-35 years old 36-40 years old 41-45 years old >45 years old
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Marital Status of Women Served

 Married  Not Married
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Education Level of Women Served

 Grade 0 to 8  Some High School

 High School Graduate / GED  Some College

 College Graduate



 

The Babies We’re Serving 
The goal of Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program is to save lives by supporting moms 

and dads with resources, counseling, material help, and referrals. These services are available to a 

woman throughout her pregnancy, after she has given birth, and throughout the first year of her child’s 

life. 

Over the last several years, the state of 

Indiana has advanced in a life-affirming 

direction. Thanks to laws that protect 

life, educational efforts, and the critical 

work of pregnancy help organizations, 

lives are being saved.  

The year before Indiana’s Pregnancy & 

Parenting Support Program began, 

there were 7,621 resident abortions 

reported to the Indiana State Health 

Department. In 2020 (the last year data 

is available), the department reported 

7,372 resident abortions—a difference 

of 3.26 percent. 

Significantly, that same year, 13,015 

women received services from 

Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting 

Support Program. As abortion rates are 

expected to continue to fall, a wider 

social safety net will be required to 

support families in the coming year. 

Additionally, support services will continue to be important in combatting infant mortality. Our state 

infant mortality rate, which stood at 7.1 in 2013, has fallen to 6.6 as of 2020. 

The role of Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program in this issue cannot be understated. 

Proper prenatal care plays a critical role in improving birth weights and preventing infant deaths. In FY 

2020-2021, 10,487 Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program clients received proper prenatal care. 

Furthermore, a two-year study from Women’s Care Center—one of our state’s six Real Alternatives 

providers—demonstrates improved birth outcomes for women who visited their centers multiple times.  

For women who visited Women’s Care Center 1-2 times, the average birth weight of their babies was 6 

lbs. 15 oz. For women who made more than 7 visits to Women’s Care Center, the average birth weight 

for their babies was 7 lbs. 5 oz. 

 



 

Where We’re Serving 
Over the last seven years, the Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program has served Hoosier women in 

almost every Indiana county. The totals below reflect clients served through June 30, 2022. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

How We’re Serving 

  

78% 

45% 

35% 

of women who were pressured by 
others to abort chose life after 

program services 

of women who were abortion-
minded chose life after program 

services 

of women who were abortion-
minded and pressured by others 
to abort chose life after program 

services 

From postpartum depression to breastfeeding issues to emotional, 

physical, or sexual abuse, a variety of concerns can place added 

pressure on mothers across our state. Over the last seven years, 

thousands of Hoosier women have addressed these challenges by 

taking advantage of the following services and referrals through 

Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program: 

 



 

Our Fiscal Responsibility 
Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program operates at no cost to the women served.  

The program is funded on a fee-for-service basis, meaning that Indiana only pays for services once they 

are performed. This incentivizes performance: The more services a center provides, the more the 

location is reimbursed for those services. This is notably different from grant-based funding, which 

provides funds up front, regardless of the number of women served. 

Furthermore, the administrative costs of the program account for 7.01 percent of our budget—an 

incredibly small amount in the world of TANF-funded programs. Indeed, TANF federal funds cap 

administrative costs at 15 percent. Real Alternatives is able to keep its administrative costs low, thanks 

to multiple state contracts that contribute to overhead expenses, lowering shared costs.  

 



 

Going Forward 
For the last seven years, Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program has proven itself worthy of 

state funding. Not only has the program saved lives, but it has also provided critical assistance to our 

state’s strongest support system for moms: Pregnancy help organizations.  

As such, Indiana Right to Life is respectfully requesting an additional 
$1 million in FY 2022-2023 for Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting 
Support Program. 
This funding will span the last quarter 

of FY 21-22 (July – Sept. 2022) and the 

first three quarters of FY 22-23 (Oct. 

2022 – June 2023). The extra funding 

will be directed towards: 

1. Building capacity at the service 

provider level, and 

2. Expanding outreach to clients 

The importance of Indiana’s Pregnancy 

& Parenting Support Program was 

made abundantly clear over the course 

of 2020 and 2021, when many families 

faced unemployment, loss of income, 

isolation, and numerous other 

hardships.  

Add in the decline in childhood 

immunizations as part of COVID-19’s 

impact, and the importance of 

Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting 

Support Program is all the clearer. 

As abortions continue to decline in our state, we must ensure that resources are available to empower 

Hoosier women in caring for their babies. This program has saved our state millions, and most 

importantly, it has saved children from the fate of abortion, as well as infant mortality. 

Hoosier women and babies are relying on the care of Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program.  

 

 



 

“I want others to hear my story.” 
Reannin had one option when she found out she was pregnant with her fifth baby.  

Or so she thought.  

“I was dead set on abortion,” she later said. 

“I thought, ‘Not gonna happen, nope, nope, 

nope.’ I had four kids already, this wasn’t 

planned. At first, it was just denial. ‘I’m not 

pregnant. I’m not doing this, not having this 

baby.’” 

Seeking an abortion, she placed two calls: 

One to Planned Parenthood and one to 

Women’s Care Center. Planned 

Parenthood told her they’d see her “next 

week.” Women’s Care Center said, “We can 

see you right now.”  

With that, Reannin walked into Women’s 

Care Center and the trajectory of her life 

changed.  

“I told [the counselor] about my plan to get 

an abortion, and the counselor explained all 

the procedures to me in a truly non-judgmental, really supportive way,” Reannin said. “She told me my 

choices, including giving me the option to have the baby. At the time, having the baby hadn’t even 

crossed my mind!” 

Along with the realization of a second choice came the knowledge of her baby’s biological reality and 

the procedure that almost ended her. 

“I didn’t even understand what all went into an abortion—I thought it was just taking a little pill and then 

it was all done,” Reannin said. “But then I realized there was a heartbeat. Realized it was a baby! And it’s 

been a baby from the very start.” 

At that first appointment, Reannin watched as her baby’s image was emblazoned on the ultrasound 

screen. 

“It was at that very first ultrasound that I decided I was going to have her,” she said. “The first thing I 

ever remember seeing was the top of her head. And just like that, I thought, ‘I want her! I’m having this 

baby. This is going to happen.’” 

Her child was small—the same age most babies are when aborted in the U.S. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/data_stats/abortion.htm


 

 

“She was only 10 weeks old, but she was already this baby—arms, legs, kicking, moving,” Reannin 

recalled. “And I’ve had four other kids before! But even as a mom of four, I still didn’t even realize the 

way a baby developed. I couldn’t have told you that was a baby until I saw a Women’s Care Center early 

ultrasound.”  

Real Empowerment, Real Alternatives 

Over the years, thousands upon thousands of women just like Reannin have walked through Women’s 

Care Center’s doors to have their lives changed in the best way possible. 

The pregnancy help organization, which has 33 locations across the U.S., was founded in South Bend, 

Indiana in 1984. That first year, the center served 300 women. Today, the centers serve over 400 

women every day. 

In Indiana, the organization’s 16 centers have expanded their reach so that one in eight babies start with 

one of their centers. 

Part of that success they attribute to Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program, an initiative 

that provides funds for services that promote childbirth rather than abortion. Supported by Indiana 

Right to Life, the program was first signed into law by then-Governor Mike Pence in 2014. Through this 

program, the Indiana State Health Department hires Real Alternatives, a privatized social services 

program, to serve women like Reannin across the state. 

The initiative has served more than 93,100 women with life-affirming services since 2014. 

Women’s Care Center is one of six Real Alternatives providers throughout the state that receives 

reimbursement for services, such as parenting classes, counseling, and material resources. 

Since Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program started, Women’s Care Center has expanded 

significantly, adding five new centers to its Indiana fleet.  

“We could not have expanded in the way that we have without Real Alternatives, there’s no question 

about it,” said Ann Manion, volunteer president for Women’s Care Center. 

Manion says that in the years since the program started, her Indiana centers have seen an 82 percent 

increase in positive pregnancy tests. In 2019, the centers served 10,702 pregnant women. 

Since Real Alternatives began, Women’s Care Center has been able to do even more than increase client 

intake. 

“I think the depth of care has grown, as well,” Manion said. “We’ve been able to do more education and 

build more education programs.” 

One program offers a parenting booklet called, “Raising Kids with Character,” a resource that highlights 

easy ways for parents to raise children with virtues, like honesty, patience, and kindness. Manion said 

this booklet would have been impossible without Real Alternatives funding. 

 

 

https://supportwomenscarecenter.org/
https://supportwomenscarecenter.org/
https://irtl.org/
https://irtl.org/
https://www.realalternatives.org/


 

 

With enough room in their budget to think creatively, Manion believes the centers have been able to 

further empower women in the choice for life. 

“I wouldn’t give her up for anything.” 

Reannin certainly felt empowered. 

“It took a while, but I realized that I was ready for this,” she said. “I am a grown woman! I can have this 

baby—it’s not such a big deal. After I had Agnes, I came right back to Women’s Care Center. I’m grateful 

to have someone in that first, really scary time. To have someone with me.” 

That support saved Agnes’s life, and a lifetime of heartache for Reannin herself. 

“Now that I have her, I feel so guilty about what I almost did,” she said. “The guilt really hit me. I can’t 

imagine what life would be like if I’d gone through with it.” 

Reannin is clearly aware of the very real alternative she chose to making an appointment with Planned 

Parenthood. 

“If I hadn’t gotten an appointment at Women’s Care Center first, I would have gone right to Planned 

Parenthood and I probably would have aborted,” she said. “They wouldn’t have given me the care and 

counseling that Women’s Care Center did.”  

Now, Reannin is speaking out so that other women facing similar circumstances will find the help that 

she did. 

“I want others to hear my story, especially other women in my position,” she said. “If anyone is in that 

situation, it’s a really tough place to be. You feel like you get judged either way, no matter what decision 

you make. We are so judgmental of others’ choices. 

“But I was never judged at Women’s Care Center. Women’s Care Center is truly wonderful. It’s very, 

very helpful to women in all walks of life. I’m most grateful for the early counseling, having that person 

who’s there for you. You’re going to make your own choice and they’re going to very kindly help you 

through the process.” 

That process, one without judgment and one that is steeped in kindness, is what led her to Agnes. 

“Now that I have Agnes, I wouldn’t give her up for anything,” she said. “I love her SO much. I want people 

in my situation to know it’s ok to have your baby. You’ll be ok! It’s hardest in the first moment, when you 

find out, and it may be hard in the future, but you will be ok. You can do it. That’s what I want people to 

know.” 

Note: This story has been adapted from an interview collected from Women’s Care Center. 

 

 


