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The Difference We’re Making 
At no cost to the women served, the state of Indiana is ensuring a caring, knowledgeable support system 

to Hoosier women during one of their greatest times of need: an unexpected pregnancy. Since the 

program was signed into law by then-Governor Mike Pence in 2014, it has served more than 98,675 

Hoosier women with counseling, education classes, material support, and so much more. 

In 2021, the Indiana General Assembly and Governor Eric Holcomb chose to continue funding Indiana’s 

Pregnancy and Parenting Support Program. Following a July 2022 Special Session of the Indiana 

legislature, our state once again increased funding to the program. 

“Indiana has become a model for the nation in building a culture of life through support and love,” said 

Kevin Bagatta, president and CEO of Real Alternatives. “Hoosiers should be proud.” 

The goal of the increased funding is to build the program’s capacity to serve more moms who are 

seeking pregnancy and parenting support in a post-Roe Indiana. The impact of this program is seen in the 

number of lives saved. But it also has positive ramifications beyond the tremendous task of saving 

babies from abortion. Service providers encourage women to make healthy choices and to secure 

medical care, leading to flourishing families. 

One lens through which this impact can be viewed is in our state’s infant mortality rate, which stood at 

7.1 in 2013. Proper prenatal care plays a critical role in improving birth weights and preventing infant 

deaths. Since our program’s beginning, 74,116 clients have received proper prenatal care.  

Furthermore, a two-year study from Women’s Care Center—one of our state’s Real Alternatives 

providers—demonstrates improved birth weights for the babies of women who visited their centers 

multiple times.   
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The Women We’re Serving 
Through Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program, tens of thousands of Hoosier women are 

gaining increased self-sufficiency and improved parenting skills across the state. Support services to 

new mothers include counseling, shelter, food, clothing, parenting education, adoption information, and 

referrals to other community agencies for women who have a child under 12 months old.  

Here is a simple snapshot of the women we’ve served between 2014 and December 31, 2022: 
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Race of Women Served

 African American  Asian  Multi

 Native American  Other  White
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5%
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Age of Women Served

<16 years old 16-20 years old 21-25 years old 26-30 years old

31-35 years old 36-40 years old 41-45 years old >45 years old

24%

76%

Marital Status of Women Served

 Married  Not Married

3%

19%

36%

28%

14%

Education Level of Women Served

 Grade 0 to 8  Some High School

 High School Graduate / GED  Some College

 College Graduate



Where We’re Serving 
Over the last seven years, the Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program has served Hoosier women in 

almost every Indiana county. The totals below reflect clients served through December 31, 2022.  
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'You are literally the reason he is breathing and a part of our fami£v and you 
don't know it but you saved him. You helped us realize that abortion wasn 'l 
for us and that he re:as meant to he re,ith us alre,ays. Tf re,e didn 'l meet you, 
Hayden liould have been either aborted or with another family out of our otvn 
senseless fear lhal leJe didn 'l deserve hirn. So just thank you, fin· saving my son 
and believing in us as f)arents." 

- Ashley, client of Wmnen's Care Center
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Provider 

Catholic Charities Diocese of Gary 

Catholic Charities ot 1-t Wayne IS Hend 
Catholic Chari lies of Fl Wayne/ S Bend 
Heartline Pregnancy Center 
Bravely Women's Health 

Bravely Women's Health Mobile Unit 
Women's Care Center 

Women's Care Center 
Women's Care Center 

Women's Care Center 
Women's Care Center 
Women's Care Center 

Women's Care Center 
Women's care Center 

County 

Lake 
Allen 

St. Joseph 
Kosciusko 
Tippecanoe 

Marion 
Allen 

St. Joseph 
Marshall 

Laporte 
Elkhart 

Marion 
Monroe 
Lake 

�Note: July 2022 SJ1ecial Session Fw1rl1· ltave beeu 
dedicated to increasing serz,ice jJror:ider sites to 
sen;e more lr'011ten. 
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How We’re Serving 

79% 

45% 

35% 

of women who were pressured by 
others to abort chose life after 

program services 

of women who were abortion-
minded chose life after program 

services 

of women who were abortion-
minded and pressured by others 
to abort chose life after program 

services 

From postpartum depression to breastfeeding issues to emotional, 

physical, or sexual abuse, a variety of concerns can place added 

pressure on mothers across our state. Over the last seven years, 

thousands of Hoosier women have addressed these challenges by 

taking advantage of the following services and referrals through 

Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program: 



Our Fiscal Responsibility 
Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program operates at no cost to the women served. 

The program is funded on a fee-for-service basis, meaning that Indiana only pays for services once they 

are performed. This incentivizes performance: The more services a center provides, the more the 

location is reimbursed for those services. This is notably different from grant-based funding, which 

provides funds up front, regardless of the number of women served. 

Furthermore, the administrative costs of the program account for 8.5 percent of our budget—an 

incredibly small amount in the world of TANF-funded programs. Indeed, TANF federal funds cap 

administrative costs at 15 percent. Real Alternatives is able to keep its administrative costs low, thanks 

to multiple state contracts that contribute to overhead expenses, lowering shared costs.  



From the Women 
“My daughter is my angel because 
she saved me.” | Nalah’s Story 

One spring day, Nalah came into Women's Care Center, distraught 
after having taken a positive pregnancy test. Working 60-hour work 
weeks with three children at home, she could not imagine how she 
could afford to have another baby. She talked with her counselor 
about how she was strongly considering abortion, even though she 
felt horrible about it.  

She said she felt alone, with little support and nowhere to turn. She 
felt reassured by her counselor's assurance that Women's Care 
Center would be there with her every step of the way, helping her 
to figure out childcare and assisting with diapers and baby items. 
She decided to parent and had a beautiful baby girl later that year.  

"My daughter is my angel because she saved me,” Nalah said. 
“She saved my family life. I still work hard to provide for them, but 
now I know that work is not everything. Every single day, I gather 
my kids together and tell them, ‘You are smart, you are strong, you 
are beautiful, and you are loved.’ That’s the kind of unconditional 
love I want them to grow up understanding. Now, I can’t believe I 
ever even thought about abortion. It would have ruined my 
life.” 

“It's all worth it—just to be her 
mama.” | Carolina’s Story 
Carolina and her boyfriend came to Heartline Pregnancy Center in 
Warsaw, Indiana in late 2020 after taking a positive at-home 
pregnancy test. Both were stunned and tearful at the idea of an 
unplanned pregnancy. After confirming the pregnancy with 
Heartline's nurse and meeting with one of Heartline's advocates, it 
was clear that abortion was an option in their minds. 

Especially for Carolina’s boyfriend. Although he seemed to be 
encouraging and supportive at first, he made comments throughout 
the appointment that showed his true preference:  



"You know what we need to do." 

"We can't do this."  

"I am getting ready to start my training to be a truck driver."  

"I will support your decision, but you know what needs to be done." 

But by the time Carolina and her boyfriend left Heartline that day, 
Carolina was leaning toward parenting. Her boyfriend still seemed 
set on abortion. 

The couple eventually came back to Heartline for a free ultrasound 
and received images of their baby to take home. Carolina’s 
uncertainty about parenting her baby dissolved. She was now sure 
she could be a mother to her child.  

But Carolina’s boyfriend seemed even more determined that she 
have an abortion. His frustration at Carolina’s choice was palpable. 

Heartline's advocate encouraged Carolina, building a weekly 
coaching/counseling relationship with her. She answered 
questions, provided support, shared local resources and referrals, 
and provided information about having a healthy pregnancy and 
preparing for her baby.  

Finally, during one of the sessions with her advocate, Carolina 
shared some startling news. Her boyfriend was no longer in her life. 
His frustration at their unexpected pregnancy had finally amounted 
to violence. He had gotten physical with her and attempted to 
strangle her when she refused to consider abortion. Carolina was 
able to escape and went to the hospital for treatment of her injuries. 
She also filed assault charges with the police. Carolina obtained a 
no-contact order and has not seen her former boyfriend since the 
day she was assaulted.  

Carolina saved the life of her child, as well as her own. She has 
overcome countless obstacles, including homelessness, 
unemployment, and health concerns. Her baby was born in the 
Spring of 2021. Much like her mother, she has shown her strength 
and determination from the moment she was born.  

Carolina, however, did not have a smooth recovery and suffered a 
stroke while attempting to labor and deliver naturally. Carolina now 
has no vision in her right eye. Most people would wonder and ask, 
"Why me?” Carolina—she is happy to climb any mountain that is 
put in front of her, stating repeatedly, "It's all worth it—just to be her 
mama." 

Note: These stories have been adapted from interviews 

collected by Real Alternatives. 




