






The Difference We’re Making 
At no cost to the women served, the state of Indiana is ensuring a caring, comprehensive support system 
to Hoosier women during one of their greatest times of need: an unexpected pregnancy. Since the 
program was started in 2014, it has served more than 125,000 Hoosier women with support 
counseling, education classes, material support, and so much more. 

In 2022, the Indiana General Assembly and then-Governor Eric Holcomb substantially increased 
funding to Indiana’s Pregnancy and Parenting Support Program.  

The goal of the increased funding was to build the program’s capacity to serve more moms who are 
seeking pregnancy and parenting support in a post-Dobbs Indiana. That is exactly what has happened. 
Service providers encourage women to choose life and make healthy choices for themselves and their 
babies.  

“Indiana, through this program, is building a culture of life through comprehensive support and love,” 
said Kevin Bagatta, president and CEO of Real Alternatives. “Indiana is the model for the nation!” 

Since our program’s beginning, 96,206 clients have received proper prenatal care. This is of key 
importance, as proper prenatal care plays a critical role in improving birth weights and lowering infant 
mortality. In addition, medical care during pregnancy also lowers the risk of maternal mortality.   



The Women We’re Serving 
Through Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program, tens of thousands of Hoosier women are 
gaining increased self-sufficiency and improved parenting skills across the state. Support services to 
new mothers include counseling, shelter, food, clothing, parenting education, adoption information, and 
referrals to other community agencies for women who have a child under 24 months old.  

Here is a simple snapshot of the women we’ve served between 2014 and December 31, 2024: 
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Age of Women Served

<16 years old 16-20 years old 21-25 years old 26-30 years old

31-35 years old 36-40 years old 41-45 years old >45 years old
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Marital Status of Women Served

 Married  Not Married
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Education Level of Women Served

 Grade 0 to 8  Some High School

 High School Graduate / GED  Some College

 College Graduate



Where We’re Serving 
Over the last ten years, the Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program has served Hoosier women in 
almost every Indiana county. The totals below reflect clients served through December 31, 2024.  



How We’re Serving 
From postpartum depression to breastfeeding issues to 
emotional, physical, or sexual abuse, a variety of concerns 
can place added pressure on mothers across our state. 
Over the last ten years, thousands of Hoosier women have 
addressed these challenges by taking advantage of the 
following services and referrals through Indiana’s 
Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program: 
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Our Fiscal Responsibility 
Indiana’s Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program operates at no cost to the women served. 

The program is funded on a fee-for-service basis, meaning that Indiana only pays for services once they 
are performed. This incentivizes performance: The more services a center provides, the more the 
location is reimbursed for those services. This is notably different from grant-based funding, which 
provides funds up front, regardless of the number of women served. 

Furthermore, the administrative costs of the program account for 8.79 percent of our budget—an 
incredibly small amount in the world of TANF-funded programs. Indeed, TANF federal funds cap 
administrative costs at 15 percent.  



From the Women 
Twins Saved, Mom of 5 Empowered | 
Ashley’s Story 
Ashley found herself at a crossroads when she discovered herself in 
an unexpected pregnancy. Home and clinic tests confirmed her 
suspicions – she was expecting her fourth child, a daunting prospect 
with her three boys already at home. Contemplating her options, 
Ashley was leaning towards abortion. 

Ashley’s friend suggested seeking support from Bravely Women’s 
Health Center, a local pregnancy help center in Tippecanoe, Indiana. 

Living with her mom, Ashley was nervous about revealing the 
pregnancy to her. Ashley arranged for an abortion appointment in 
Chicago. She planned to have a surgical procedure this time to avoid 
the emotional hurdles she encountered with the abortion pill in her 
past. 

Throughout this journey, Ashley had an advocate from Bravely by her 
side. She shared her previous abortion experience with her advocate 
and opened up about being reluctant to undergo another one. She 
felt constrained and out of choices. 

Encouraged by her Bravely advocate, Ashley summoned the strength 
to confide in her mom before departing for Chicago. Contrary to her 
fears, her mom offered unwavering support—for her and both her 
babies; Ashley was having twins. 

With this newfound support, Ashley decided to keep her babies and 
cancel her abortion appointment. 

Her advocate facilitated Ashley’s connection to Bravely’s EMA (Every 
Mother’s Advocate) program, designed to help individuals like Ashley 
work towards stability. 

Ashley had three specific objectives she wanted to achieve before the 
arrival of her twins: finding stable housing, securing reliable 
transportation, and obtaining a new job. 

Community support has played a pivotal role in Ashley’s journey. A 
local church stepped in and provided her with a van, addressing her 
transportation needs. Additionally, the organization “Let Them Live” is assisting Ashley in resolving her eviction, 



thus paving the way for stable housing. As Ashley works towards these goals, she is not only navigating the 
challenges of unexpected parenthood but also embracing the support and resources that have come her way. 

Throughout Ashley’s journey, advocates from Bravely witnessed Ashley’s strength, resilience, and a sense of 
community that can surround women like Ashley facing unexpected circumstances, ultimately shaping a positive 
and hopeful future for Ashley and her growing family. Ashley eagerly anticipates the arrival of her twin girls in 
May, looking forward to meeting them in person! 

“A baby is always good news.” | Ramla’s Story 
Ramla came into the West Jefferson Women’s Care Center shortly after it opened. She had fainted at work, was 
taken to the nearby hospital and had learned just 20 minutes before she arrived at Women’s Care Center that she 
was pregnant. She came for an abortion. 

While a counselor attempted to help her through this difficult moment, she became more animated and determined. 
She would not even sit down for a moment and finally said, “If you are not going to help me with an abortion, I’m 
leaving,” and she did just that. 

The counselor noted that the baby’s father was in the waiting room with their 10-month-old child. She was able to 
tell him about all the ways the center could help with both babies. He was sure that Ramla had panicked because 
their first baby was so young. 

About two weeks later Ramla returned. She made it clear that she was still planning an abortion but decided that 
maybe she should have a little more information. While she listened carefully and was tearful, she left saying she 
had an appointment for counseling at the abortion clinic the next day. However, she would cancel that until she took 
more time to make a decision. 

The next day she called to say that she was going to parent. She realized that she had just been overwhelmed and 
that, “A baby is always good news.” She made several more visits to the in joyful anticipation of her baby’s arrival. 

Note: These stories have been adapted from success stories collected by Real Alternatives. 

Every mother served through our program receives this diaper bag, the book, Oh, Baby, 
the Places You’ll Go!, & a layette of infant clothes to assist them on their parenting 
journey! 


